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Introduced by Council Members Brown and Corrigan: 

RESOLUTION 2007-708
A RESOLUTION URGING JACKSONVILLE’S MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL, THE DUVAL COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION, FLORIDA GOVERNOR CHARLIE CRIST, AND THE FLORIDA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO COMBINE THEIR EFFORTS TO URGE KEY MILITARY LEADERS TO BRING IMMEDIATE RELIEF TO NAVAL STATION MAYPORT AND LOCAL SUPPORTING BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRIES BY THE REASSIGNMENT OF ADDITIONAL NAVAL SHIPS TO THE BASE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, following the announcement by the Navy in December 2004 that the USS John F. Kennedy (Kennedy) would be decommissioned, the Kennedy was finally decommissioned  on March 23, 2007, which resulted in a loss of 3,200 military jobs and a continued loss of 250 jobs per week through July of this year; and


WHEREAS, the Kennedy accounted for over one-half of the annual economic impact attributed to Mayport which reaches into the hundreds of millions of dollars; and


WHEREAS, Mayport’s unique geographic on-ocean location represents a National Naval Strategic Treasure for the continued readiness and immediate response capability of the United States Navy; and 


WHEREAS, the region’s schools, retail outlets, housing markets and financial institutions have already begun to feel the economic decline and job losses resulting from Mayport’s withering presence; and


WHEREAS, the loss of the economic engine represented by the decommissioning of the Kennedy and the near-term scheduled decommissioning of additional ships in the Mayport Basin places the Jacksonville shipyard industrial community in severe distress with the likely downsizing or closure of support industries, a permanent loss of the attendant skilled labor force; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City, in view of the vital importance of Naval Station Mayport to the national security as well as our local and state economic wellbeing, does hereby strongly support a combined effort by Jacksonville’s Mayor and City Council, the Duval County Legislative Delegation, Florida Governor Charlie Crist, and the Florida Congressional Delegation, to adopt the Strategic Plan for Future Ship Loading at Naval Station Mayport, attached hereto as Exhibit 1, and seek a dialogue with key Military leaders to IMMEDIATELY assign ships to Naval Station Mayport to insure the continued readiness our United States Military and the prosperity of the local and state economy

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the general economy of the Mayport area, and particularly the shipyards and naval support industries, have suffered since the departure of the USS John F. Kennedy and other ships of the battle group and immediate action is needed to prevent further deterioration of Mayport’s military capability and local economy.
Section 3. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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A Strategic Plan for future Ship Loading at
Mayport Naval Station

Background: The recent loss of the USS John F. Kennedy with its 2500-person
crew and multi-million dollar impact on the Jacksonville area economy has
brought to the forefront the fact that Jacksonville and the Navy face a critical
juncture in the utilization and support of Mayport Naval Station. The ship count at
Mayport is at an all time low of 20 ships (down from over 30 ships and 2 aircraft
carriers assigned to Mayport in the past). Norfolk and Mayport are now the only
Navy homeports on the East Coast and the dispersal of that fleet between the two
ports is critical.

Discussion: Jacksonville has a history of support for the military presence
providing land for the naval stations and a multitude of social and infrastructure
enhancements. For example, the Mayport Road/Atlantic Boulevard Flyover and
the Wonderwood Bridge and expressway, electrical upgrades to Mayport area and
a strong Veteran’s Office in City Hall, tax relief for combat veterans, and support
for base protection through zoning changes are in place solely to protect and
support the Navy in Jacksonville. This important investment by our community
serves as our “welcome mat” to the Navy.

More importantly, there are good and valid operational reasons to ensure a strong
naval capability in the southern United States as outlined in the attached document,
The Case for Amphibious Ships at Mayport Naval Station. Indeed, Mayport Naval
Station represents a National Naval Strategic Treasure because of geographic
position and on-ocean location. With this history of civilian support, the
operational benefits, and the need to consider maintaining two viable centers of
naval strength and industrial support capability, the business community, regional
government and the State of Florida strongly urge that Mayport Naval Station
continue to be assigned capital ships and specifically, an Expeditionary Strike
Group and the appropriate Amphibious Ships.. Our nation and our community
cannot risk the further erosion of the significant capabilities of Mayport, the
industrial base and community support critical to maintaining a viable Navy
installation.
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